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rriving in camp at
the end of August
to open up for the |

season, you never know what | ~
to expect. Therefore you look |5
forward with nervous antici- [+
pation for the first glimpse of [
the lodge from the air.

On that first trip into camp
we always fly the coast from
York Factory to Kaska check-
ing for both geese and white
bears as well as the state of
the fresh water ponds.

This year the number of bears between York Factory and
Kaska was down from last year - but last year set a record for the
number of bears in the area. Of much more importance to us
were the number and location of the flocks of snow geese.

This fall we didn’t see any significant numbers of white geese
until we reached the Anabusco River area, which normally holds
great numbers of snows. Anabusco is about 20 miles west of
Kaska. Although we did see smaller flocks of snows working
along the coast from Anabusco to the Kaskattama River the num-
bers of geese in the area were down from the same time in 2008.
This wasn’t a great concern as our first hunters didn’t arrive for
almost two weeks, which was plenty of time for the snows to
move in - and they did show up in numbers starting Sept 11th.

The helicopter again proved invaluable to our hunters, who

wanted the best opportunities to
shoot good numbers of snow
geese. The fall weather was
unseasonably warm with the
prevailing winds from the south-
west, which didn’t give the
snows any incentive to migrate,
so our hunters went to the geese
and enjoyed some great hunting.

In a shortened season (Sept
9 - 23) with fewer guests the
total bird numbers were down
from last year, but on a birds per
hunter basis the bag was only
slightly lower with 8 birds per guest day vs. 10 birds per guest day
in 2008. The goose count was:

Snow / blue / Ross: 415
Canada / Richardson: 570 (full limit per hunter)
Ducks: 28 (only 4 people hunted ducks for 1 day)

It was dry along the coast with the Kaskattama River as low as
it has been in a number of years. The low water did make for some
great brook trout fishing as the brookies were concentrated in the
deeper pools. Steve Crouch caught several “Master Angler” brookies
during a couple of afternoon fishing trips just up river from the
lodge.

Guests Dan Wiens, John and Scott Marsh, along with our heli-
copter pilot, Glenn Davis, also had great success angling for brookies.
With blue skies, south winds and the thermometer hitting 88 F on
Sept 22nd the Marshes opted to spend the afternoon fishing - and
they made the right choice, catching and releasing over 30 brookies
in less than two hours - with many of them in the 20-inch plus
range!

We are continuing to do upgrades to the camp. This season we
flew in a brand new 30 KW Deutz diesel generator to replace old
“Betsy”, who died at the end of last season. We also installed an
instant hot water system in Snow Goose cabin, which worked like a
charm, providing plenty of hot water on demand.

It was great visiting with all the guests who hunted with us this
season and we look forward to renewing friendships and discover-
ing new friendships next year. We’ll see you on “The Bay” next fall.

Randy Buell
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